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News in Brief
GVSU alumnus confirmed as next 
U.S. ambassador to Russia
Grand Valley State University alumnus 
John Beyrle was confirmed on June 27 by 
the U.S. Senate as the next ambassador to 
Russia.
Beyrle, a 54-year-old native of 
Muskegon. Mich., was originally appointed 
to the position on May 14 by President 
George W. Bush.
He fills the vacancy in Russia left by 
former Ambassador William Bums, who 
was appointed U.S. undersecretary for 
Political Affairs earlier this year.
A 1975 GVSU graduate. Beyrle served 
as the U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria since 
2005.
Before that, he was deputy chief of 
Mission in Moscow.
According to Radio Free Europe's Web 
site, Beyrle is considered one of the top 
experts on the former Communist bloc.
He speaks Bulgarian, Russian, French, 
German and Czech.
Beyrle majored in French while at 
GVSU, and obtained a minor in German.
Voter's self defense to roll into town
Project Vote Smart, a national and 
non-partisan research organization 
that provides information on political 
candidates, is coming to Grand Rapids.
The group comes to the area with its 
Voter’s Self Defense System on a 45-foot 
bus as part of a national tour.
The bus includes 12 computers, a 
theater, free Wi-Fi and other amenities 
used to inform visitors on 40,(XX) political 
candidates.
The bus will stop at the Avenue for 
the Arts on Division Avenue from 4 to 9 
p.m. on July 12 and at the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum from 1 until 5 p.m. 
on July 14.
For more information, visit Project Vote 
Smart’s Web site at http://www.votesmart. 
org.
Carillon concert to return to GVSU
Julia Ann Walton will shed light into 
the carillon instrument as the 14th Annual 
Cook International Carillon Concert Series 
returns to GVSU.
The concert will take place on July 13 
from 8 to 9:30 p.m. at the Cook-Carillon 
Plaza.
All admission is free and open to the 
public.
For more information, call (616) 331 - 
3484 or visit http://www.gvsu.edu/masic.
NEWS
GV to raise $50 mil. for 50th anniversary
First comprehensive 
fundraising campaign 
could finance new library, 
among other projects
By Allison Bleeker
GVL Staff Writer
Grand Valley State University is launching 
its first-ever comprehensive fundraising 
campaign, which aims to raise $50 million by 
the university’s 50th anniversary in 2010.
The campaign, called “Shaping Our 
Future,” will fund several programs that 
benefit the university’s future, including a new 
library. Efforts are already underway to gain 
state funding for the proposed $70 million 
facility, which will be named the Learning and 
Information Commons.
The university has requested $40 million 
from the state and plans to raise the rest of the 
money with a “$30 million university local 
match,” said Matt McLogan, GVSU vice 
president of university relations.
The university has already raised about half 
of the local match, with the newly announced 
campaign helping to raise the rest. McLogan 
said the drive has been “wonderfully received to 
date,” and he has no concerns about raising the 
money during the current economic downturn.
“We have succeeded with each capital
Warrant issued for man linked to art center larcenies
other (crimes) that will be discovered,” said 
Capt. Brandon DeHaan, assistant director 
of GVSU’s Department of Public Safety. 
“Our investigation has continued and it is 
entirely possible there are additional crimes 
he is responsible for. Our goal is to identify 
those victims and obtain restitution for those 
incidents.”
DPS is in contact with the security department 
at Calvin College regarding Cance’s possible 
involvement in larcenies on the school's Grand 
Rapids campus. A lead from an old case at 
the college helped police to discover Cance, 
DeHaan said.
Authorities began to investigate the suspect 
when search warrants for Craigslist revealed 
Cance sold at least six of the stolen items on 
the online classifieds site, said Detective Bill 
O'Donnell, lead investigator in the case. Search 
warrants were executed in April at the suspect’s 
Allendale and Plainwell residencies.
Court records indicate Cance is facing 
charges for stealing three laptops, medication, 
a backpack and a textbook from the Allendale 
Campus’ Calder Fine Arts Center. Performing
See Larcenies, 4
GVL Archive / Bri Goodyear
Double-crossed: Police announced a former 
GVSU student was behind the many crimes across 
campus The man turned himself in and is now 
faced with three counts of larceny.
By Kyle Meinke
GVL News Editor
A man wanted for a string of campus 
larcenies turned himself over to authorities last 
week after a bench warrant was issued for his 
arrest.
Benjamin Cance. suspected of stealing at 
least $7,(XX) worth of property from the Calder 
and Performing Arts centers, was arraigned in 
court June 4 on three felony charges of larceny 
in a building. He pleaded not guilty to the 
chaiges.
But the Plainwell native missed his next 
hearing, scheduled for June 25. and the court 
issued a warrant for his arrest.
Cance, a 23-year-old former Grand Valley 
State University student, turned himself over 
to police June 30 and is being held in Ottawa 
County jail. Bail is set at $I(),(XX).
Larceny in a building is a four-year felony. 
Though only three counts were filed against 
Cance. authorities bel ie ve he could be connected 
to at least eight thefts at the two GVSU art 
centers and more at other Grand Rapids-area 
campuses.
“I suspect that in time there will be several
Courtesy Photo / News and Information
Information savvy: GVSU hopes to raise enough money to partially fund an innovative new library for students
campaign, and believe that this one will follow 
the same pattern of success,” he said.
The campaign, which is the laigest in the 
history of the university, was announced at a 
dinner event for donors held at DeVos Place in 
Grand Rapids on June 10.
“Our top priority continues to be the new 
library, but this will not be the kind of library 
most of us arc used to,” said GVSU President 
Thomas J. Haas. “We need to replace the library 
that was built in Allendale to serve a couple
thousand students with a new kind of library 
for the information age. It will serve our 24,000 
students (who are) looking for tools they’ll need 
to build their own futures and contribute to the 
overall economy of the region.”
Though GVSU was included in prior 
capital outlay drafts that would have given the 
university funds to construct its new library, 
recent negotiations do not include the school.
See Anniversary, 4
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Anniversary
continued from page 3
The Michigan Legislature has not yet 
agreed on a capital outlay bill.
Dan DeVos, a co-chair for the 
campaign, said a new GVSU library 
would aid more than just the school’s 
students.
“This entire community will benefit 
from the kind of leading-edge learning 
center that will create new experiences 
for Grand Valley students,” DeVos said.
Besides funding the new library, 
the $50 million will also be used to 
finance student scholarships and faculty 
chairs and academic support, as well as 
endowments for the Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies and the Dorothy
A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership.
Funds will also be used to support the 
newly-constructed Movement Sciences 
and Indoor Recreation building on the 
Allendale Campus and the John C. 
Kennedy Hall of Engineering on the Pew 
Campus.
Along with DeVos, co-chairs for the 
“Shaping Our Future” campaign are Jim 
and Donna Brooks and Pamela DeVos, 
with Richard and Helen DeVos acting as 
honorary co-chairs.
Jim and Donna Brooks are vice 
chairs of the Grand Valley University 
Foundation, and Donna is also a GVSU 
Board of Trustee member.
news@lanthorn.com
Larcenies
continued from page 3
Arts Center and Zumberge Library. The crimes 
took place from January to March of this year.
Larceny is the No. I reported crime 
on GVSU campuses. According to police 
records, 59 larcenies were reported on the 
Allendale Campus during the winter semester, 
a 73.5 percent increase from the 2007 winter 
semester.
“It was just ridiculous,” said 2008 graduate 
Giles Heflferan. whose laptop was stolen from 
the Calder Arts Center. “It was an especially 
nasty thing to do to someone. And it was really 
strange, too, because for a long time it was a 
relatively safe place.”
But the criminal activity in Calder caused 
the environment to became “toxic,” Heflferan 
said.
“Everybody in that building knows
everybody, and we’re all really close, so it made 
us really suspicious of each other,” he said. 
“Sometimes three nights in a row something 
was stolen — just ridiculous. It was pretty bold 
of him to just keep doing it over and over and 
over again.”
Heflferan, 26, said he plans to take Cance to 
small claims court to recoup sotne of the losses 
he incurred due to the theft of his Mac Book. 
He said he had to pay his insurance company 
a $500 deductible to replace his computer and 
lost irreplaceable academic and professional 
documents.
Requests for interviews with the other two 
victims named in the charges against Cance were 
not returned. Cance, who declined to comment 
on the case or investigation, is due to appear in 
court July 10 for a pre-trial examination.
news@lanthorn.com
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Grant provides undergraduates 
chance to study 'hands-on' science
By Kimberly Shine
CM. Staff Writer
Science majors at Grand Valley State 
University could be getting some new 
experience with cutting-edge research 
after the university received one of 
the largest chemistry grants in school 
history.
In June, the National Science 
Foundation awarded a $460,000 grant 
to Brad Wallar, an assistant professor of 
chemistry at GVSU. The grant will help 
fund an undergraduate research-based 
program dedicated to studying the body’s 
regulatory proteins.
“The NSF wanted to enhance the 
research culture for undergraduates,” 
Wallar said, who submitted the grant last 
July. "We want to increase the level of 
research that we have in ourselves and in 
our students. We just want to continue to 
get better and turn out the best undergrads 
we can.”
Undergraduate research is no novelty 
to GVSU, yet Wallar’s grant differs from 
other research proposals by reserving 
half the research opportunities for first- 
generation and non-traditional students.
“GVSU has many first-generation 
students and it’s important to provide 
the opportunity,” Wallar said. “My 
undergraduate research project really 
propelled me into my career.”
A first-generation college student 
himself, Wallar wanted to give these 
students opportunities perhaps not 
afforded to them before. This program 
will allow each student to perform 
hands-on science and gain the critical 
skills graduate schools want from their 
applicants, he said.
Last fall, 48 percent of all GVSU 
students — and 41 percent of the 
freshman class — were first-generation 
college students.
The NSF grant will allow Wallar to 
hire four undergraduate students each 
summer for three years, with the selection 
process beginning in August. Students 
will work with Wallar to choose their own 
independent research topics and develop 
them on a part-time, credit basis during 
the school year.
But once summer begins, students 
will inundate themselves in a full-time 
research regimen, he said.
“It’s really fun when the students 
can immerse themselves in their own 
projects,” Wallar said. “Choosing their 
own topics will give students ownership 
over a small facet of their research.”
Upon completion of their research, 
students will present their findings at the 
American Society for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology Conference. Students 
will then have their research published in 
a peer-reviewed science journal, a main 
goal of the program, Wallar said.
Besides student recognition, the 
national and international promotion 
GVSU will receive will benefit the 
university and campus community, he 
said.
“It doesn’t matter the field, any 
recognition that promotes GVSU is a 
good thing,” he added.
Fred Antczak, GVSU dean of liberal 
arts and science, believes Wallar’s grant 
furthers the university mission of giving 
its undergraduate students the opportunity 
to compete with and succeed among the 
graduate programs at other research 
universities, such as the University of 
Michigan or Michigan State University.
“I think this represents what 
Grand Valley does best — offering 
undergraduates opportunities to do 
something that in other places...graduate 
students would be able to do,” Antczak 
said. “We expect great science to come 
out of this, but we’re also going to get 
great scientists.”
Though various chemistry department 
members have received faculty grants 
before, Wallar’s grant is among the 
largest, said Todd Carlson, chemistry 
department chair at GVSU. The grant 
will be used to fund supplies, student 
stipends, researcher salaries, advanced 
research and more, he added.
“We are very excited,” Carlson said. 
“Anytime (there) is a significant grant, it 
brings great benefits.”
kshine @ lanthorn.com
Courtesy Photo / News and Information
Wallar: Chemistry professor receives a large grant
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Students, staff help GV flood 
victim after she loses home
By Kathryn Lynch-Morin
GVL Staff Writer
Severe storms have wreaked havoc on West 
Michigan for the past several months, some of 
which caused considerable flooding in certain 
areas.
Grand Valley State University student 
Stephanie Ray and her family fell victim to the 
weather when their Holland home was flooded 
and most of their belongings were destroyed.
However, it was what happened after the 
flood that Ray thinks is worth mentioning.
Ray, a nursing student in her final year at 
GVSU, said when she returned to school after 
the flood, the support and kindness she received 
from students and staff was sometimes almost 
too overwhelming to bear.
“Initially, 1 was embarrassed and humiliated 
that we were having to accept money from my 
peers and the staff, but the outpouring of love 
and support really blew us away,” she said.
Ray said her classmates, professors, the 
Student Nurses Association and the Kirkhof 
College of Nursing staff all showed their 
generosity by donating money, saying prayers 
and offering advice.
She had to take a full week off of school 
after the flood and missed a lot of course 
material, including a lecture for the first exam 
of the semester. However, Ray said the entire 
department worked with her to ensure she could 
complete the semester.
Cynthia McCurren, dean of GVSU’s 
Kirkhof College of Nursing, said the overall 
goal is to help Ray graduate on time in August.
“Kirkhof College of Nursing is more than a 
department — we are a community of caring 
individuals made up of students, faculty, 
administration and support staff,” she said. “As 
a caring community, there is response in time 
of individual need...the response experienced 
by Stephanie came from students and faculty as 
individuals in our community.”
During the week when Ray missed school, 
she and her family had to stay in a hotel. She 
said her family’s home of seven years quickly 
became moldy and uninhabitable.
“We had to find somewhere else to live," 
Ray said. “We quickly found a place to rent and 
the donations collected by my classmates and 
professors paid for our first month’s rent.”
Ray said while the financial support has been
See Flood, 7
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MAREC director invents affordable wind turbine
By Rebecca Beard
CVL Senior Reporter
An official from Grand Valley State 
University has invented a small wind 
turbine that could generate up to 20 
percent of an average home’s electricity.
The turbines were developed by 
Imad Mahawiii, the director of GVSU's 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable 
Energy Center in Muskegon. MAREC 
began operating in 2003 as an international 
center for researchers and businesses to 
develop alternative energy technology.
“There is a need for very low-cost 
energy generation solutions and this wind 
turbine technology could be one of them,” 
Mahawiii said.
The turbines will cost about $2,000 
and be available for purchase at home 
improvement stores in early 2009. They 
will start producing power with wind 
speeds of 3 mph and are designed to 
function no matter how fast the wind 
blows.
There are a couple of options for 
consumers desiring more than what the 
36-inch model can generate on its own.
“This turbine can be used in multiples or 
can be scaled up for larger power outputs 
— of course, the price will increase as 
well,” Mahawiii said.
EarthTronics, a Muskegon-based 
manufacturer of energy efficient lighting 
products, has licensed the turbines.
“It is a huge opportunity,” said Reg 
Adams, president of EarthTronics. “It’s a 
new technology, so initially we’ll start out 
slow. We want to put out a good unit.”
Adams added he is working with a 
couple of different retailers and is hoping 
to launch 6,5(H) turbines throughout the 
country by early next year.
The idea for the turbines came after the 
20()4 Indian Ocean tsunami hit Thailand, 
Mahawiii said.
“That exposure of poverty and stark 
lack of resources was alarming,” he said. 
“There are nearly 1.6 billion people in the 
world without electricity. This number is
Flood
continued from page 6
a huge aid, it is also a great feeling to know 
she has so much emotional support as well.
“Director Linda Scott has been very 
helpful and supportive,” she said. “She has 
been working with me the whole way to help 
ease my stress so 1 can focus on my family. 
She has given me options and helped me 
make informed decisions that have helped 
me decide to finish the semester despite a 
major life set-back.”
Ray said the first week after the flood is 
mostly a blur. However, she does remember 
her children asking a lot of questions about 
where they would live and how they would 
get money.
“My 5-year-old Sydney told everyone we 
met that we were homeless and my 2-year- 
old Lauren kept asking to go swimming in
our old house,” Ray said. “My 9-year-old 
Jamison is old enough to understand what 
was going on and understood that we would 
be OK once we figured everything out.”
Ray said even though she and her family 
are still struggling to settle in and get back 
on their feet, she is beginning to see things 
get better.
“During a time when 1 felt desperate and 
afraid, (classmates and professors) were all 
there and it made me feel safe and stronger 
knowing that I had such a strong support 
system,” Ray said “For those who chose not 
to or could not donate financially, knowing 
that they were thinking about us helped me 
feel like we were not in this fight alone, that 
I had people who were thinking of us and 
praying for us and whom I could count on to 
help me through this tragedy.”
Uynchmorin@lanthom.com
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projected to grow to 1.9 billion by 2050.”
Thus, Mahawiii developed a second 
wind turbine designed for production and 
usage in third world countries. The smaller 
model will cost between $500 and $600.
“This will lower the manufacturing cost 
and also help create economic activities in 
those regions,” Mahawiii said.
Area entrepreneurs and different 
organizations, such as the World Bank, are 
expected to offer aid to lower the cost of 
the turbines for these countries.
“We’re hoping it’ll be a life-changing 
experience," Adams said.
GVSU student Sara Black. 22, said 
she appreciates the way the turbines can 
impact people who never had electricity.
“Imagine the problems we could solve 
by getting third world countries caught 
up with the rest of the world by using 
this technology,” she said. “I think we’re 
living in a really exciting time because we 
have the options to help so many people in 
such an inventive way.”
The turbines are something Black 
said she would use not only because they 
would save money, but also for their 
energy efficiency.
“I would love to use alternative energy, 
if it was available to me,” she said. “Now 
that we’ve found viable solutions that are
eco-friendly, it’s time we start making 
the switch over to these new methods. It 
might be hard in the beginning, but over 
time, they will save everyone money and 
help the Earth.”
rheard@lanthorn.com
Courtesy Illustration / EarthTronics 
Blown away: Sketch of a wind-powered turbine.
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Graduate program names associate dean
By Danielle Arndt
GVl. Managing Editor
After 27 years of teaching, John Stevenson 
will become Grand Valley State University’s 
first associate dean of graduate studies.
When Stevenson, an associate professor of 
physical therapy, assumes his new position on 
Aug. 11. he will become the first university dean 
hired to work directly with graduate students. In 
doing so, he will have to leave behind his prime 
parking on Medical Hill.
“I am really going to miss the covered 
parking at Cook-DeVos,” he said, jokingly. 
“Come fall and winter 1 will be out in the 
elements, trucking to my car.”
All quips aside. Stevenson is thrilled with 
his new opportunity.
“It is exciting to be part of a program with so 
much potential for growth and development,” 
he said.
The graduate program at GVSU has been 
growing — rapidly — for the past 10 years, said 
Dean Priscilla Kimboko. When she was named 
dean in 2000, graduate studies offered degrees 
in just 18 programs. That number has increased 
to a current count of 27, with 79 distinct areas 
of study.
Student interest and enrollment also have 
grown, which requires many additional duties, 
Kimboko said.
The creation of the new associate dean 
position will help graduate leaders divide and 
conquer, she added. Kimboko intends to sit 
down with Stevenson once he takes office to 
plan out how to best tackle the responsibilities 
of a growing program.
Stevenson was one of four finalists in a 
national search for associate dean, Kimboko 
said.
"We felt he had the combination of 
enthusiasm and experience we were looking 
for, as well as he is familiar with Grand Valley’s 
curriculum and procedures and how to develop 
new courses and programs,” she said.
Stevenson's primary tasks will involve 
maintaining communication between the 
program’s administrators and the deans and 
professors of the various departments in the 
program, as well as developing a graduate 
students handbook and working closely with 
the Graduate Council, Kimboko said.
He will also be proactive in helping to 
secure better advising for graduate students, she 
added.
“These students are in need of counseling, 
even though they are degree-holding,” Kimboko 
said. “Their lives must be touched differently, 
with a mid-career focus. This is something we 
need to focus on and be more aware of.”
See Dean, 9
GVL / Pete Tabberer
Bittersweet: John Stevenson teaches Introduction to Health Profession Research at the Cook DeVos Center 
Stevenson was recently selected as the first associate dean of graduate studies
GVSU to receive 1 percent increase in state aid; 
cost of tuition expected to rise for fall semester
By Kyle Meinke
GVL News Editor
University officials believe tuition for 
the 2008-09 academic term will increase 
more than originally anticipated after the 
school received only a I percent increase 
in state aid.
Gov. Jennifer Granholm proposed a 
3 percent boost for the state’s 15 public 
universities, but the higher education 
appropriations bill passed by the Senate 
on June 27 calls for an across-the-board 
increase of just 1 percent for the schools. 
Community colleges will receive a 3 
percent increase.
GVSU is set to receive more than $64 
million in state aid for the next fiscal 
year, which begins Oct. I. Next year’s 
funding equates to a 0.24 percent jump 
in the overall university budget, which 
stands at about $260 million.
It is Michigan’s first overall funding 
increase for higher education in seven 
years. Still, some suggest it may not be 
enough.
“Any (funding) increase for higher 
education is beneficial, and we are
thankful for that, but it just isn't quite 
enough” said GVSU President Thomas J. 
Haas. “A 3 percent increase would have 
been a step in the right direction, but I 
percent just doesn’t serve our needs.”
While the recent agreement calls for 
GVSU to receive an additional $633,900, 
it still marks a decrease in per student 
funding due to a growth in enrollment. 
GVSU, the state’s fastest growing 
university during the past 10 years, was 
already per student the least funded 
university in Michigan.
Rising fuel costs and other operational 
expenses further complicate the issue.
“I think tuition will go up because 
costs to run GVSU have gone up,” Haas 
said. “We continue to do the best we 
can, but I percent is not going to cover 
it. Students expect a quality educational 
experience at this school, and we plan to 
continue to provide that.”
Tuition will not be set until the GVSU 
Board of Trustees meeting on July 18. It 
increased last year by 9.9 percent, while 
room and board spiked 4.2 percent.
GVSU received about $3,025 in state 
aid per student last year (based on 30
credits per student), last among Michigan 
universities. That is far less than the 
$3,808 per student GVSU collected in 
2000-01, and is comparable to the $3,122 
appropriated per student to the school in 
See Funding, 9
© See more: Go to the editorial on page 10
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Dean
continued from page 8
Graduate student Kristine Wildeboer 
stressed the importance of Stevenson’s 
position.
Though graduate students comprise 
about 15 percent of the student body, 
“they do not receive anywhere near 
the resources and attention that 
undergraduates do, which is why this 
is significant,” Wildeboer said. “This 
is the first time Grand Valley... is 
hiring someone solely to serve graduate 
students.”
She added many graduated students 
feel disconnected and abandoned. 
Stevenson seemed to acknowledge that 
fact and presented ideas to combat those 
negative feelings, Wildeboer said.
“There are so many projects, policies 
and procedures that need to be done at 
the graduate level — having someone 
to spearhead these could make a huge 
difference,” she added. “I also appreciate 
that the new associate dean wants to 
create spaces for graduate students — a 
graduate student commons. Graduate 
students have long asked for their own 
spaces on campus.”
Kimboko confessed time and resources 
are a problem when trying to aid students 
and she hopes welcoming Stevenson to
the team will help the graduate studies 
program meet the needs of the expanding 
student population.
Stevenson said he is looking forward 
to collaborating with Kimboko and the 
other deans to continue to improve and 
provide programs for students.
And, although he will miss the one- 
on-one relationships he was able to 
develop with students in the classroom, 
he said he is ready for new challenges 
and feels graduate studies is the perfect 
place for him to finish out his career as 
an educator.
Stevenson has been a professor of 
physical therapy at GVSU since July of 
2000 and worked hard to develop the 
doctorate of physical therapy program.
Prior to teaching at GVSU, he served 
as the founding director of a master’s 
degree program in movement science 
at Oakland University and the founding 
director of the Biomechanics Laboratory 
at East Carolina University. He also 
taught at Central Michigan University.
“We are so pleased to add John 
Stevenson to our staff,” Kimboko said. 
“With two heads instead of one, we may 
be able to think of many more ways to 
improve and expand the graduate studies 
program.”
manafiinfieditor@lanthorn.com
Funding
continued from page 8
1982-83.
“Grand Valley is badly under­
funded compared to its peers,” said Jim 
Bachmeier, GVSU vice president of 
finance and administration. “It is going 
to take more than an across-the-board 
funding increase to fix our problems.”
Bachmeier 
suggested one 
flaw in funding 
protocol is its 
failure to factor 
enrollmentormerit 
in the equation. He 
called the system 
“unfair” because 
GVSU is not 
getting rewarded 
or compensated 
for its continued 
growth.
“We try to 
avoid using the 
words ‘higher 
tuition,’ but all 
signs point toward 
those two words,”
Bachmeier said.
“We’re not in a 
good place.”
He also said it 
was a state-wide 
problem, not just a 
GVSU problem.
“When our
state chooses not to invest in public 
universities, it chooses not to invest in 
its future,” he said. “In the long run, we 
could be selling off our state’s future.”
The Michigan higher education budget 
for 2008-09 totals about $1.53 billion. 
The state budget is expected to be around 
$44 billion.
news@lanthorn.com
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EDITORIAL--------------------------------------------------------------
Funding failure
Even though Grand Valley State University 
will see a small increase in state aid for the 
2008-09 fiscal year, the state needs to consider 
enrollment growth and education value when 
determining university needs.
As enrollment at GVSU rounds the 25,000 benchmark, the university 
will experience a decrease in per student funding this year, which will 
likely increase tuition more than administrators originally planned.
The state Senate passed the higher education appropriations bill on 
June 27 calling for only a I percent increase in state aid to all 15 public 
universities. The I percent increase would still give GVSU more than $64 
million in funds, but it just isn’t enough.
Even though the agreement calls for GVSU to receive an addition 
of $633,900 compared to previous years, the per student funding is 
still on the downslide. The bill does not take enrollment growth into 
consideration, and since GVSU has been dubbed the fastest growing 
university in the state, it is the students across campus who draw the short 
stick.
Within the past year alone, GVSU has been nationally recognized 
for things such as its sustainability efforts and the Padnos International 
Center, among others. A commitment to education is one of the many 
things that makes GVSU top-rated, but it still goes unrewarded for its 
achievements.
As GVSU’s reputation continues to garner high marks, numbers for 
both incoming freshman and transfer students are on the rise, but the state 
isn’t cutting GVSU or others any slack. A university should be financially 
commended for its merit, but the current system fails to compensate.
One percent may be an increase, but Michigan’s economy is at 
standstill and the state needs to turn up the heat — schools produce 
educated workers, workers produce goods and services, these in turn 
stimulate consumers and economic growth. GVSU releases a large 
percentage of graduates into the region each year, and the state of 
Michigan needs to recognize this.
Education is the backdrop to a healthy economy and a healthy national 
future — the state must do its part so universities can do theirs.
YOUR INSIGHTS--------------------------------------------------------
What was your ROTHBURY highlight?
"The Sherwood 
Forest was by far 
the coolest part 
of the festival. It 
was a completely 
different experience 
from other festivals 
I've been to, and 
it provided shade 
from the sun as 
well."
Gabe McGuinness
Senior
Advertising and Public 
Relations 
Chelsea, Mich.
"Sound Tribe 
(Sector 9) Saturday 
night. I danced my 
ass off to those 
guys, and you 
can print that. 
Those guys were 
awesome, dude."
Mike Kinney
Senior
Communication 
St. Joseph's, Mich.
"Friday (the Fourth 
of July). I've never 
had a day so long, 
but so amazing at 
the same time. It 
was like a whole 
lifetime in one day. 
It was almost life 
altering."
Marie Perry
Senior
International Relations 
and Political Science 
Vernon, Mich.
"Between the 
other-worldly 
Sherwood Forest 
and the incendiary 
performances of the 
artists, there is just 
too much to choose 
from. But I would 
have to say the 
performance by either 
Zappa Plays Zappa or 
Atmosphere would 
be my highlight. They 
both put on awesome 
performances."
John Rooy
Junior
Political Science 
Shelby, Mich.
“Now that we’ve found viable solutions 
that are eco-friendly, it’s time we start 
making the switch.”
Sara Black
GVSU student, on wind turbines and 
sustainability
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GVL OPINION POLICY------
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate discussion 
and action on topics of interest to the Grand 
Valley Community.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles of 
expression for reader opinions: letters to the 
editor, guest columas and phone responses.
Letters must include the author’s name and 
be accompanied by current picture identification 
if dropped off in person. Letters will be checked 
by an employee of the Grand Valley I .anthorn
Letters appear as space permits each issue. 
The limit for letter length is one page, single 
spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be held 
responsible for errors that appear in print as a 
result of transcribing handwritten letters or e- 
mail typographic errors.
The name of the author is usually published 
but may be withheld for compelling reasons.
The content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by nor necessarily 
represent those of the university, its Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty and staff.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR GVL STUDENT OPINION
I would like to respectfully but 
strongly object to Greg. M. Schumaker’s 
recent column entitled “GV Put Me On 
the Road to Sin.” As a former student of 
GVSU who has found Aquinas College 
to be far more accepting of diversity on 
campus, I would like to point out “kids" 
at Aquinas, as Mr. Schumaker calls us, 
do not “eat God’s word for breakfast 
and wash it all down with a nice glass 
of holy wine.” 1 find it more than a little 
disappointing Mr. Schumaker would 
rail against “livid intolerance” while 
at the same time making blanket and 
stereotypical assumptions he seems only 
to know by virtue of a date with a “super 
Christian.”
I could easily make similarly
inappropriate judgments against 
GVSU, citing such isolated incidents 
as the College Republican’s ignorant 
Affirmative Action bakesale, or 200l’s 
decision by the administration to deny 
benefits of same-sex partners of GVSU 
employees. And yet I won’t, because I 
realize these isolated incidents are not 
a fair representation of the campus at 
large.
Next time you criticize an entire 
population you’re unfamiliar with, 
please form your argument on more than 
one or two bad experiences.
Dan Treul 
Editor, “The Saint”
Aquinas College
Ever since I was a freshman. I’ve 
picked up my paper twice a week and 
flipped right to the opinion page. Often 1 
have been disappointed with the quality of 
the subject matter, but never before have 
I been so disgusted and outraged with the 
topic at hand.
When an entire opinion article is 
focused on demeaning a specific group of 
people, something is wrong. To portray 
Christians as “kids who eat God’s word 
for breakfast and wash it down with a 
glass of holy wine" is not only blatantly 
disrespectful, but also an extreme, not to 
mention inaccurate, generalization. To 
suggest all Christians care about is “eternal 
damnation and the coming Armageddon” 
shows the author’s complete ignorance of 
what Christianity is all about.
I realize you may have had some bad 
experiences with people who claim to be 
Christians. However, to generalize these 
experiences to all Christians, specifically 
those who attend Cornerstone and other 
similar schools, is unfair and close- 
minded.
Personally, I would be just as disgusted 
with an article that intentionally insults 
homosexuals as I am with this article. Yet 
for some reason. Grand Valley students 
will sit by and let this article go whereas an 
article abusing homosexuals or Muslims 
would produce outrage and with good 
cause. But shouldn’t all groups of people 
be treated with respect? You say Christians 
are intolerant? What about your view of 
Christians? Is that not intolerant? You 
may think by criticizing Christianity you 
are being innovative and non-conformist, 
but really you are merely giving in to 
one of the most popular prejudices of our 
generation.
I hope this opinion article is not 
reflective of the kind of students that 
Grand Valley is producing. Rather, 1 hope 
the majority of our student body does not 
take pleasure in the degradation of others, 
but rather has an attitude of respect and 
tolerance toward all people.
Claire Bodtke
GVSU Junior
Summer makes me envy the young
By Greg M. Schumaker
GVL Columnist
Summer vacation was 
amazing.
It was 1996.
“Independence Day” and 
“Twister” made us 10 year 
olds drool with every jaw- 
dropping special effect.
We had a trustworthy 
president. My parents were 
still married. The economy 
wasn’t in shambles.
We rode around in a 
Dodge Caravan and listened 
to our parents shriek when 
gas went up a nickel. The 
horror!
Best of all, my friends 
and I had a creek and what 
was left of a forest that had 
been mostly cut down to 
make way for a housing 
development — thus, tons 
of wildlife crammed into 
a small patch of dense 
wood for us to capture and 
dissect.
Yes, we would jump 
the stream, hang out at our 
nearest Quality gas station 
overindulging on Sprite and 
Airheads and spend hours 
playing “Earthbound” on 
our Super Nintendos while 
sitting over the central air 
conditioning vent.
And, in the distance, you 
could hear the light thump 
of my older sister blaring 
Tupac and Selena in her
n
Schumaker
room with 
her friends.
Really, 
why didn’t 
our parents 
ever tell us 
how great 
we had 
it? They 
could’ve 
stopped,
put down their Diet Coke 
and said, “Gregory, in a few 
years life will be screwing 
with you every hour. Enjoy 
that ‘Spiderman’comic 
while it lasts.”
Of course, they were 
all too busy at their full­
time jobs making enough 
money to stock up on our 
Little Debbie snacks and 
two-liters of Mountain 
Dew. And even if they had 
warned us, their groans 
would have been drowned 
out by the soundtrack to 
“Mario World” blaring from 
the TV speakers.
Now here we are.
We have our own full­
time jobs and caffeine 
addictions. We have bills 
and loans and cars and gas 
tanks and some of us have 
our own kids to worry 
about.
Summer break has 
become a time to work, 
sleep and spend too much 
time dwelling on our 
problems — like our future 
careers and sex. So, lost in
lieu of new-found free time, 
I self-published a novella 
this month and managed 
several catastrophic dates. 
And there’s still two 
months to go!
It’s a season of trouble 
and angst. My friend Jamie 
spent the last week doing 
two things: Working at a 
preschool and waiting for 
her on-the-rocks-boyfriend 
to call. He needs time to 
think about what he wants. 
And she’s got too much 
time to wait around.
That’s where I come in. 
We get drinks and waste 
the night away at a swanky 
bar. Summer’s bad for your 
liver.
Which is why we should 
appreciate the school 
year: We’re too busy with 
class and work to worry 
about ourselves. There 
are professors and bosses 
to convince we’re worthy 
adults. A task that seemed 
like an all too distant, 
unthinkable dream when we 
were once happy children 
12 years ago.
So warn every young 
child you see. The end is 
near. You too will be drunk 
and lonely.
But if you’re lucky, 
you’ll get by with a little 
help from your friends.
editorial @ lanthorn.com
Goliaths should never stand in way of what is right
By Brandon Melnyk
GVL Columnist
In a battle between a 24- 
year-old man who stands 7 
feet 3 inches tall and a 40year- 
old woman who might stand 
5 feet 4 inches, 99 percent 
of the time the winner is the 
man.
But there is still 1 percent 
to deal with.
Tammy Lee Gibson was 
that 1 percent. Gibson took 
a bat to the body of William 
Baldwin, leaving him scarred 
and in prison. Gibson also 
found herself in prison.
If
things 
were 
simple, 
there 
wouldn’t 
be a story 
to write 
about, but 
there is 
more to it 
than meets the eye. Baldwin 
is no doubt a behemoth, but 
why would a woman attack 
him for no apparent reason?
There was enough reason 
for the attack — Baldwin is a 
sex offender.
He was registered at the
highest rating of sex offenders 
and was looked at as a threat. 
He was registered as such 
until he moved — which 
is where little Mrs. Gibson 
comes into play.
The trailer park 
community in which she 
lives posted fliers stating 
Mr. Baldwin would be 
living within blocks of the 
neighborhood. The problem 
with these fliers was Baldwin 
didn’t change his address. Not 
a big deal, right? Except one 
lady, Gibson, easily spotted 
something wnwig and decided 
to do something about it. She 
found the very tall man living
in the trailer next to her.
Gibson was fed up with 
how long it was taking the 
police to respond to the error, 
and instead, she did what 
she believed was right. She 
protected her daughter the 
only way she knows how and 
took matters into her own 
hands.
This sort of behavior 
provides a sort of moral 
dilemma to all of society: Is 
it OK for us to take matters 
into our own hands when we 
feel the proper authorities are 
failing to do their job?
There are those who will 
talk the talk without walking
the walk. It is easy to say you 
will do something when you 
think an event is unlikely to 
happen. At the same time, 
when an unlikely event 
happens, will you do as you 
said or will you back down?
When people simply 
expect someone else to take 
care of something — such 
as monitoring sex offender 
registries — the consequences 
can be dangerous. Stand up 
for what you believe in, even 
if that means taking matters 
into your own hands.
A small woman with a bat, 
can she take down a goliath 
of a man? Of course she can.
It isn’t very likely, in a literal 
sense, but one woman took 
the chance.
Depending on which way 
you look at it, Mrs. Gibson 
may have won or lost.
Literally, Baldwin was 
beaten with a bat held by 
a woman half his size and 
then put back where he truly 
belongs — prison. In the 
same sense, Gibson was sent 
to jail for her attack.
But, whichever way you 
look at this situation, Gibson's 
message was sent loud and 
clear.
editorial@lanthom.com
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By Kyle Meinke
GVL News Editor
ROTHBURY, Mich. - For 
one weekend, 40,0001 people 
descended upon the small town of 
Rothbury, Mich.
For one weekend, some of 
the biggest stars in music came 
together to celebrate life, love, 
music and the environment.
For one weekend, madness 
ensued.
The inaugural, eco-friendly 
ROTHBURY music festival 
rocked out for four days during a 
raucous Fourth of July weekend 
— with few lulls in the excitement. 
Sunny skies, high spirits and 
hippie fashion combined to create 
a serene summer festival.
Streamers, hula hoops, glitter, 
body paint, tie-dye, eccentric 
sun glasses and free-hug signs 
dotted the crowd to provide color 
to an already colorful weekend. 
Most reports peg ROTHBURY 
as a success — it ran extremely 
smooth, had perfect weather, the 
musical acts impressed and the 
concertgoers were relatively well- 
behaved.
Attendance figures. wtse pot
around 40,000. The Double JJ 
Ranch, which hosted the event, 
received rave reviews from many 
for its sprawling terrain, wooded 
areas and secluded stages.
Carrie Lombardi, of I 
ROTHBURY promoter Madison 
House Publicity, confirmed 
the tremendous success of 
the first-time festival, and its 
warm reception from the music 
community has ensured it will be 
back in 2009.
It is a safe bet, however, that 
most will never forget 2008.
“It was so freaky and so 
fun,” Alex Ray, a ROTHBURY 
volunteer from Woodstock, III., 
said while hula hooping during a 
show at the festival’s main stage. 
“There are just so many freaky 
people here, but at the same time, 
you somehow have something in 
common with everyone else. It’s 
a real trip.”
The Music
Three main stages and other I 
smaller venues garnered much of 
the attention, with like [
John Mayer, 311, Snoopt^Dogg. I 
Phil Lesh (ofth^Grat^fu^Dead)
ttlid the n.nc I
percent diversion rate of garbage 
inside the festival grounds
See
Question of the Issue on 
page 10. Also, visit www 
lanthorn.com for a Q&A, 
Editor's Choice and photo 
journals of ROTHBURY.
Photos by Brian Beaupied and Kyle Meinke 
Design by Andrea Coif
Less than a week after the ROTHBURY music 
festival wrapped up, two foreclosure suits were 
filed against the Double JJ Resort, which hosted 
the event.
BankFirst lodged its suit July 8 in an effort 
to collect more than $18.7 million for unpaid 
construction loans used to build the Double JJ's 
indoor water park. SSB Mortgage filed a similar 
complaint in mid-June worth $3.2 million, also 
for the non-payment of loans
The ROTHBURY festival drew an estimated 
40,000 people to the resort, and has widely been 
considered a success, but financial results will not 
be known for weeks, if not months
Event organizers confirmed 
intentions dunng the event to bring
the festival back in 2009
OCEANA COUNTY — Two people died July 
6 during the final day of the ROTHBURY music 
festival
Authorities have not disclosed cause of 
death, but did say the two cases were unrelated 
and not the result of foul play.
More tests are scheduled for the 28-year-old 
man and 33-year-old woman who lived out of 
state, including toxicology screens. Authorities 
say the two people were not part of the same 
group.
As of press time, the victims' names could 
not be released
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By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor
ROTHBURY, Mich. - After 
four days and tens of thousands of 
people occupying the small town of 
Rothbury. Mich., it almost appeared 
as if nobody had ever been there.
That is, at least from an ecological 
standpoint.
Using innovative technology, 
alternative fuel sources and a small 
army of volunteers, ROTHBURY 
let the message of sustainability echo 
through the grounds, much like the 
more than 80 artists that performed 
during the July 4 weekend.
Everything — down to the 
lamination on employee access 
passes, made from recycled plastics 
— was taken intoconsideration tohelp 
run the event in an environmentally 
friendly way. .Ajt
ROTHBURY;Green Chief Sarah
A Guinness World Record was 
set for the largest food sculpture, 
which consisted of 45,762 cans, all of 
which were donated to local charities.
Additionally, two solar energy 
companies came together to install a 
solar energy system on nearby Shelby 
High School.
Black Rock Solar and Bauer
Power, who installed the solar energy Headliners: The Dave Matthews Band played a marathon set lasting more than three hours 
system, also charged cell phones from and was one of the only performers to give an encore 
solar power for many campers who
were without access to electricity for 
the weekend.
“People out here have no access 
to electricity for cell phones and 
cameras,” said Bauer Power owner 
Mark Bauer. “Imagine the carbon 
footprint left behind from people 
turning on their cars just to charge 
their phones."
Bauer said the booth chaiged 
somewhere between 400 and 500 cell 
phones a day.
Poisson said. “This group of people 
went out of their way to sort trash just 
to do their part.”
When asked about the stench 
coming off a mountain of 
decomposing trash, under the sun in 
85-degree heat, Poisson said she did 
not mind.
“It’s actually not that bad,” she 
said. “You kind of get used lo 
smell after a while.”
As of press time it was
the festival entrance. As much as 95 
percent of refuse in the festival area 
was recycled or composted, Haynes 
said.
After the festival ended, 50 
volunteers remained behind for three
days to continue; 
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Other sustainable pr
at ROTHBURY: -Free water
At the Odeum, the event's main stage, 
a free water filling station cut down 
on the number of bottles used.
-Disposable dishes
All utensils, plates, napkins and even 
cups were made from biodegradable 
materials.
to give back to th 
acted as the venue 
“We want to pro 
results Tor the loci
ssm
Aside JtalNKI
ia& the 14-hour drive to the 
a volunteer with a carpool of 
i from her state, just to save a 
in on die environment 
nited to have *nn impact on 
/atomdon the environment.”
-Banners to backpacks
Recycled banners were turned into 
backpacks and similar items and were 
on sale at the ROTHBURY Energy Fair.
-From trash to treasure
Any tents or left over items were 
donated to the local communities.
thumbs ur
Location — The forested acres 
and rolling contours created the 
perfect setting for the four-day 
marathon.
Sherwood Forest — This 
wooded area was centrally located, 
provided protection from the sun 
and its elaborate decorations and 
colorful visitors ensured every trip 
was a trip. Literally. A big plus for 
ROTHBURY here.
The people — Concertgoers 
were overly apologetic for even the 
smallest transgressions. Everyone 
was there to have a good time and to 
make sure others did as well. Guitars 
and bongo drums could be heard 
throughout the festival grounds, and 
the interesting and often eccentric 
fashion trends enhanced the timbre 
of the weekend.
The lineup — Simply put, it 
rocked. The big acts delivered, and 
the smaller acts more than carried 
their weight. Always a good show 
playing somewhere on site except 
for a couple hours in the early 
morning.
THUMBS DOWN
Availability of fresh water
— Only one refill station inside 
the festival grounds created long 
lines that nude obtaining water a 
challenge.
Navigating the campground
— There were no markers to help 
people navigate the hundreds of 
rows of tents and cars, making it 
difficult to locate your campsite. The 
event area spanned 200 acres, which 
meant getting lost was a real pain.
John Mayer — Not only did he 
it his set short by 35 minutes, but 
laid-back performance lulled the 
audience — which had been partying 
for threc-straight days — to sleep. A 
more energetic set would have been 
more appropriate.
Security and Employees
— Miscommunicution and a lack 
of knowledge made getting the 
right information from security and 
employees difficult
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WELCOME INCOMING FRESHMAN 
AND ALL GVSU STODENTS!
EARN A SCHOLARSHIP ... GET PAID ... 
Decome An Army Officer!
Adventure training and leadership skills can jump start your career! With as little as 6 hours 
per week, Army ROTC can prepare you for your career and for life... and you get PAID! You 
can enroll in Military Science now with NO MILITARY OBLIGATION!
★ FULL TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS! ★ MONTHLY STIPEND!
★ BOOK AND SUPPLY EXPENSES!
For more information on how to enroll in Army ROTC and for scholarship opportunities 
contact OPT Aaron Combs at 616-771-9495 or Aaron.combs@wmich.edu
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Myers flops again in new comedy
By Liz Reyna
GVL Staff Writer
☆ ^ outof'fr'fr'fr’fr
There comes a point in every actor’s 
life when the audience must give him a 
pass for making a reprehensible dumpster 
dive of a movie. For Mike Myers this 
pass came in 2003 for his movie “The 
Cat in the Hat,” in which he played a 
character (the Cat) so visually frightening 
that between him, Mrs. Doubtfire and 
Rocky Dennis, the three hold a position 
as frequent nightmare occupants.
This summer, Myers returns to the 
screen six years after his live-action 
movie Goldmember and a few years after 
voicing Shrek to plead for a second pass 
for his breathtakingly repugnant movie 
“The Love Guru.”
In the film, Myers plays Guru Pitka, a 
Hindu-inspired love expert living under 
the shadow of the number one guru, 
Deepak Chopra. Pitka is a collage of the 
most bizarre cultural stereotypes ever to 
have existed. He spends his time riding 
a motorized pillow, and all the while 
finding enough time to offend the entire 
Hindu world.
Hoping to land a spot on Oprah. Pitka 
sees his opportunity when the owner of
the Toronto Maple Leaves, Jane Bullard 
(Jessica Alba), appeals to him to help 
her star hockey player, Darren Roanoke 
(Romany Malco). Roanoke is caught 
in a love crisis when his wife Prudence 
(Meagan Good) shacks up with another 
man, Justin Timberlake, who plays a guy 
who can’t act, oh wait ...
With a love subplot between Bullard 
and Pitka the movie takes the audience 
on an uncomfortable ride. One filled with 
homophobic slurs, crotch jokes and, of 
course, elephant copulation — seriously.
In essence, the 90-minute film is one 
where Myers repeatedly bludgeons his 
audience over the head with the most 
sophomoric humor imaginable. To 
Myers, a movie filled to the brim with a 
world’s supply of bodily function gags 
seems cheeky and fun. But to those of us 
who have actually hit puberty, the jokes 
are just naught. Personally, I would rather 
try to eat through an entire vat full of 
low-fat mayonnaise than hear Myers say, 
“I’m making diarrhea sounds with my 
cup” — again.
To no surprise however, Myers proves 
his wildly self-indulgent ways as he 
delivers each punchline with a turn to 
the camera and a raised eyebrow. As 
he holds his breath, giving his viewers 
permission to laugh, he stares deeply into 
the audience, perhaps to see if they are
indeed still there — or at the very least, 
not dry-heaving on the heap of stale jokes 
he’s feeding them. In any case, as usual, 
Myers does fully commit to his character.
When it’s all said and done, there is 
still one problem with this movie — as 
with many. There is no connection to 
the characters. It seems like these days 
movies consist of big celebrities, time 
slots filled with cameos and plots strung 
loosely together by mediocre one-liners. 
As we pay our money, sit down and
gaze at the screen we find we just don’t 
care about the story — mostly because 
we are watching the celebrities and not 
the characters they are supposed to be 
playing. And yet we still give out passes. 
With that said, no more passes, Mike.
I am not saying this was an awful 
movie rendering me laughless for the rest 
of my life. I’m just saying...I want my 
soul back.
arts@lanthorn.com
Courtesy Photo / www.allmoviephotos.com
Love Guru: Mike Myers plays Guru Pitka, a Hindu-inspired love expert, who seeks to be on Oprah
Hollywood shows dastardly deeds in France
Hollywood world remains 
existent, inescapable even 
after traveling across globe
By Dani Willcutt
GVL A&E Editor
In France you can buy a beer at the closest 
McDonald’s and the boys are overly forward 
and awkwardly honest. You can walk through 
a medieval village and Roman mins in the 
morning and shop at chic designer boutiques in 
the afternoon. The differences between France 
and the U.S. are vast. However, in terms of 
pop culture, the differences in mediums such 
as films have proved to be rather minimal on 
my journey to France.
There is a plethora of low-budget French 
art films, rumors of French resistance to 
Hollywood and tales of French film superiority 
— each of which lead us to assume America 
has little influence on French culture.
This is wrong.
Within a week walking around Paris I
saw only two movie posters for French films. 
The rest were posters for “Sex and the City,” 
“Le Chevalier Noir (The Dark Knight)” 
and “Prince Caspian”
— all Hollywood movies.
Needless to say, this left 
me disappointed, as I 
realized I wasn’t going to 
be as easily informed on 
the cutting-edge French 
films.
For me, France had 
long promised to be a 
refreshing absence of 
the promo-crazy world 
of big-budget Hollywood. This is, after all, 
the country where the Lumtere Brothers first 
conceived an idea that would bring moving 
pictures to a screen close to everyone. It is 
also the place that holds some of the most 
prestigious film festivals in the world and 
harbored the lost American artists of the 
20th century. Yet there I found myself in the 
Paris metro, walking by yet another poster 
advertising “Kung Fu Panda"
There are a few possible explanations as
to why Hollywood films are more prevalent 
than the high-culture French films in France 
itself. One simple answer would be the rest of 
the world simply likes American (Hollywood) 
films better. However my recent, regretful 
viewings of films like “You Don't Mess With 
the Zohan” tell me this is probably not the 
case. There is a higher chance Hollywood's 
corporate media moguls are to blame for this 
cultural integration.
Walking through the Tuileries, I posed my 
questions on the persistence of Hollywood 
in France to my Parisian tour guide, H£l£ne. 
Her answers lead to conversation on le film 
d’auteur and the money behind Hollywood. 
Hdene explained there has actually been a 
struggle to keep Hollywood from destroying 
the much-acclaimed film culture of France. 
Unfortunately, Hollywood can afford to 
promote their films in ways that independent 
companies cannot.
I’ve always heard stories about the 
French government giving grants to films 
in order to foster their production. Hdtene 
told me very few films actually have this 
luxury. For the most part French films
are low-budget. There is, however, an 
increasing number of higher-budget films 
in France, usually following in the comedic 
vein in lieu of dramas — or any film genre 
that requires more intellect than popular 
screwball comedy. These films are made by 
larger studios and receive decent amounts of 
monetary backing. These are the ones that 
become the most popular.
This probably disappointed me 
even more than piosters for “Le Tdmoin 
Amoniex" — known in English as “Made 
of Honor.”
In the States, we’re used to seeing well- 
made and artistic films get pushed to the side 
unless they receive astronomical amounts 
of promotional backing — see “Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall” and “Juno.” But why did 
this have to happen to the one place I have 
always been made to believe held a higher 
esteem for its culture? Even as the U.S. 
dollar continues to decline in power, it’s still 
strong enough to allow Hollywood to cancel 
out the integrity of film in one of the world’s 
most artistically-based cultures.
arts@lanthorn.com
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Rothbury
continued from page 12
“It was amazing to see all these big name 
artists at one venue,” said Drew Howard, of 
Oxford, Miss., after enjoying a set by indie- 
rock band Modest Mouse. “ITiis festival is just 
fantastic — you’ve got community, you’ve got 
people lovin’ Earth and you’ve got beautiful 
music all coming together."
With more than 70 acts crammed into four 
days, the party almost never stopped. Multiple 
acts played simultaneously throughout each 
day, with electronic music played into the wee 
hours of the morning and softer artists like Jakob 
Dylan or The Wailers getting things going early 
in the afternoons.
Almost anything went on in-between.
Much of the music was of the jam band 
variety, but bluegrass, rock, indie, hip hop, rap 
and other acts ensured there was something for 
almost everyone.
ITie Dave Matthews Band, which played a 
marathon set of almost three hours, was the only 
act that played unopposed. The band performed 
many classics that fit into the festival’s jam 
band theme, including “Ants Marching,” “Seek 
Up” and “Rhyme & Reason.”
“This is a beautiful place to hang out and 
listen to music,” Matthews said to the crowd. 
“It’s a little bit overwhelming looking at you all 
looking so good and partly naked.”
Other musical highlights included a three- 
quarter Phish reunion during the Phil Lesh 
and Friends set, a hit-packed performance by 
Sn(X)p Dogg, a high-energy, metal-jam concert 
by Primus and many more.
But the music was not the only attraction. In 
fact, it was just the beginning.
The land of the enchanted
The Sherwood Forest was a patch of woods 
near the center of the festival grounds that 
featured about 40 hammocks, impromptu and 
interactive art. trippy ornaments and lights, as 
well as plenty of grass (not the kind that grows 
in the ground). It created an atmosphere perfect 
for relaxing exit of the sun. jamming on a guitar 
or pexinding on a drum, meditating, napping 
and socializing.
Call it the “anything goes” area of 
ROTHBURY (not that anything did not go on 
elsewhere).
“The forest was absolutely delightful,” said 
GVSU senior Marie Perry, of Vernon, Mich. 
"It was amazing because you could sometimes 
hear the bands on various stages synch up 
during their performances. It was just crazy. A 
whole new sound came together."
Many praised the Double JJ Resort for 
this patch of land, not only for its spirit and 
atmosphere, but also for its protection from the 
sun. Jakob I>anthoff, of Santa Cruz, Calif., said 
the forest was one of the elements that separated 
ROTHBURY from some of its competitors, 
such as the Bonnaroo festival in Manchester, 
Tenn.
"I’ve been all over the place, and for me, 
ROTHBURY tops them all, man,” he said. “The 
shade was a relief, and the life of (Sherwood 
Forest) is just righteous. It was blissful.”
The Townies
Some Rothbury residents (there were 443 
of them as of 2006) were not too fond of all 
the excitement. Some complained to local 
authorities about the noise, and others about 
not receiving the complimentary weekend 
concert tickets that were promised to Rothbury 
residents.
Still, some found ways to profit from the 
traffic, such as the WESCO gas station at the 
comer of Michigan Avenue and Winston Street 
that was “at least four times as busy as normal,” 
one manager said.
And then there was Janice “Dolly” Crowell, 
a 53-year-old Muskegon resident who had 
the “experience of a lifetime,” when she was 
offered backstage passes to meet Sn<x>p Dogg 
after the rapper’s security manager stopped by 
the garage sale she was mnning with her mother 
in Rothbury.
“He was such a gentleman,” Crowell said, 
of Snoop Dogg. “He was just such a nice guy. 
I thought he would be stand-offish, but he was 
just great to us — really different than what I 
was expecting. And he even spoke French with 
my mother.”
Who knew?
The life
ROTHBURY was much more than music, 
drugs and fashion. Leading the way was the 
campground, which had a life of its own. It 
was not just the thousands of tents, RVs and 
cars that piled into the couple hundred acre 
site.
It was a community. It was a village. Music 
fluttered through the air, neighbors bonded 
over food and drink, the smell of hamburgers 
and brats left mouths watering and vendors 
tried to peddle anything from Bloody Marys 
in the morning to knock-off T-shirts at night 
and everything else in-between.
“Everyone is just so relaxed and into the 
energy of the festival,” said Kelly Stierwalt, 
a 20-year-old University of Toledo student. 
"People are so nice to each other here, and that 
good spirit just keeps building. I’m having the 
time of my life.”
As of Sunday, Michigan State Police said 
they made 18 arrests during the weekend, most 
for drug-related incidents. Still, vandalism 
was minimal and violence was practically 
non-existent.
"I haven't seen a single fight,” said John 
Rooy, a GVSU junior. “Everyone is just about 
loving the music and loving each other. It’s 
an out-of-txxly experience. This weekend is 
something I will never forget."
Most won’t — assuming they could 
remember it in the first place.
But in the end, ROTHBURY was as 
successful as could be expected for a first-time 
music festival. For one weekend, the stars 
aligned to create an event worth experiencing.
That is, until next year.
And maybe by then Snoop Dogg will 
finally know where he is.
But probably not.
news@lanlhorn.com
invites you and a guest to a 
special advance screening.
The first 50 people to stop by the The Grand Valley Lanthorn office 
on Thursday, July 10 will receive a complimentary pass for you and a 
guest to the special advance screening The screening will be on 
Tuesday, July 29 at the AMC Star Grand Rapids at 7:00PM.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn is located at 
0051 Kirkof Center in Allendale.
COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASS
IN THEATRES AUGUST 1
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Today through Aug. 31
Monet: The Gardener at the Frederick 
Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park. 
Today through July 12,16-19 
"Wooing Wed Widing Hood" at 8 p.m. 
at the Holland Civic Theatre. Tickets are 
$16.
July 19
Great Lakes Irish Music Festival at noon 
at the Fifth Third Ballpark. Tickets are 
$12.
July 22
Foo Fighters at the Van Andel Arena. 
The concert starts at 7:30 p.m., and 
tickets range from $25 to $45.
July 25
David Allan Coe at the Intersection. 
Show starts at 6:30 p.m. and tickets are 
$20 to $25.
Aug. 2
Silver Maple Music Festival at noon at 
the Fifth Third Ballpark. Tickets are $35.
lorder ahemL
895.1010
i MON-THUR: 11am- 10pm i 
SATURDAY: 11am- 8pm |
APPETIZERS
SOUPS
SANDWICHES
SALADS
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
monday - friday: 4PM - 8PM
full menu at gvsufood.com 701 Riverview Drive Suite 101 )enison,MI. 49428
> 2 bedrooms, 1 bath plus 
optional den
Garage or carport
> 12 acre nature preserve with 
walking trails to Grand River and 
Fishing Pond
AH Utilities Included, (except 
' electric phone & cable)
Gas Heat, stove and Hot Water
- Waterfront wooded or 
courtyard views
• Located in Jenison, 15 minutes to 
Downtown or Allendale campuses
- Choose a smoke free and/or 
dog free building
■ Short term lease available for 
$150/mo premium 
1 Pets permitted for additional fee 
1 Very limited number of condos 
available to lease 
monthly rent 
starting at
For your person*! showing today!
(616) 457-3714
• Fitness Club membership
• Choose a fully renovated model 
or Customize one your own way 
(prior to move in you can select 
carpet trim, waH colors, doors, 
cabinets, hardware, etc.)
• Dogs permitted in select buildings
• Free Laundry
monthly payment 
starting at
Brian Beaupied, Sports Editor 
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From out of the shadows
By Brian Beaupied
CVI. Sports Editor
Av a freshnum Joanna Kitlinskifound rugby. 
Av a sophomore she nuide tlu' US. Women !v 
Under-2() team. Av a junior she returns to help 
lead a talented atuI nationally ranked Utkers 
squad in search of a national championship.
Grand Valley State University sophomore 
Joanna Kitlinski came to college as many 
freshmen do, shy of their new surroundings.
While some students join more socially- 
oriented student organizations to step out of 
their comfort zones, Kitlinski joined one with 
a more physical nature: The women’s rugby 
team.
In two years on the GVSU team after 
joining with no prior experience, Kitlinski was 
selected to the U.S. Women’s Under-20 Team 
that competed in South Africa in June.
“It’s a privilege,” Kitlinski said. “I just 
started playing two years ago and the next 
thing I know I was trying out for the (U.S. U- 
20) team.”
While in South Africa Kitlinski came off 
the bench in the team’s last game and started 
as the U.S. made history with a 21-17 win 
against South Africa on June 28. It was the 
junior team’s first-ever international win.
Aside from competing in a small tour of
women’s club teams and against the South 
African U-20 team, the team took some time 
to visit area high schools.
"We went to a couple of local high schools 
and taught some rugby skills,” she said. “We 
had a day off and I helped 
four groups learn how to 
kick, pass and tackle. Some 
of the kids even played with 
us at the end of the camp.”
GVSU head coach 
Bob Richthammer initially 
contacted longtime friend 
and U.S. coach Bryn 
Olivers about Kitlinski.
“I called him up and 
told him this is who he was 
looking for,” Richthammer 
said. “He invited her to 
tryouts that only 60 or 62 
players are invited to and 
announced she made the 
team.”
Kitlinski ran track and cross country at 
Chippewa Valley High School, but powder 
puff football is what initially turned her on to 
the idea of playing rugby.
Turns out she is a natural at the sport.
A phenomenal runner with the ball, 
Richthammer aim pared her to a wide receiver 
in football.
Kitlinski quickly became one of the best 
players on a nationally ranked GVSU squad, 
thrusting her into the limelight, forcing her 
from a reclusive rxxikie to a team leader.
“It really helped me become more of a 
leader," she said. "And 
helping to coach a local 
high school team has really 
opened me up as a person 
as well.”
Richthammer has seen 
a complete transformation 
in Kitlinski since her first 
day on the team.
“When she came here as 
a freshman she was really 
timid,” Richthammer said. 
"This girl was scared of her 
own shadow 12 months 
ago.”
Richthammer added the 
experience and confidence 
Kitlinski receives from 
playing on the U.S. team will be invaluable, 
though she did not tell her GVSU team about 
her selection.
“She isa very humble person,” Richthammer 
said. “She didn’t even tell anyone on the team, 
I had to tell them ”
In her spare time Kitlinski helps coach the 
Grandville High School Girls Rugby team, a 
program she helped get off the ground.
“They’re really into it,” she said. “They 
practice five times a week. Our team (GVSU) 
only practices twice a week.”
With her eligibility for the U-20 team 
expiring, Kitlinski said she might consider 
trying out for the U.S. National Team in the 
future. But for now she will continue to help 
lead a top-10 Laker team, which returns its 
core group of women from the year before.
Now instead of fearing her own shadow, 
Kitlinski’s opponents may do well to be wary.
sports@Umthom.com
Courtesy Photo I Joanna Kitlinski
Overseas: The U.S Women's Rugby team traveled 
to South Africa to compete
‘She is a very humble 
person...She didn't 
even tell anyone on 
the team (she made 
the U.S. Under-20),
I had to tell them.”
BOB RICHTHAMMER
GVSU WOMEN'S RUGBY 
HEAD COACH
GVL Archive / Elise Miller
Dreams of China: GVSU’s Chris Hammer finishes 
second during a meet at the Aquinas Open in 
September Hammer was turned down for a spot to 
compete in Beijing in this summer's Paralympics.
Putting down 
the Hammer
Despite meeting qualifying 
criteria, athlete is snubbed 
from U.S. Paralympic Team
By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor
All Grand Valley State University 
junior Chris Hammer wanted to do 
was represent his country at the 2008 
Paralympic Games.
And after winning two national 
championships in the 1,500-meter and 
5,000-meter events at a qualifying meet 
for the 2008 Beijing Paralympics in 
Tempe, Ariz. and still not being selected 
to the U.S. Paralympic Team, he will be 
the first to tell you he was not exactly 
thrilled about it.
“I wasn’t mad,” Hammer said, who is 
a member of the men’s cross country and 
track and field team at GVSU. “I’m just 
disappointed in the selection process.”
Hammer, who was born without his 
left hand, competed to make the team in 
the T46 division, which is the category 
for runner’s with similar conditions.
The worst part is Hammer only 
competed against one other individual 
in 1,500 and ran unopposed in the 5,000, 
and still, he was not selected.
Meeting the qualifying criteria docs 
not guarantee selection as there are 
limited spaces on the team.
And while Hammer acknowledged 
the team had only so many spots it could 
fill and so many athletes it could take to 
Beijing, it was still hard to swallow.
”1 guess there is not going to be any 
Americans competing in the T46,” he 
said. “I suppose there are not many
See Hammer, 21
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Sports in Brief
Stinson resigns as women's golf 
coach, returns to Indiana home
On July 1 Grand Valley State 
University Athletic Director Tim 
Selgo announced 
Lori Stinson will 
resign her post 
as women’s golf 
coach effective 
July 31.
“It is with 
mixed emotions 
and great
appreciation 
that I leave the 
tremendous Grand 
Valley State family,” Stinson said, in a 
statement on the GVSU Athletics Web 
site. “However, I have the opportunity 
to take a job that is closer to my family 
in Fort Wayne, Ind.”
Stinson, the first full-time women's 
golf coach at GVSU in 1999, is going 
to pursue career opportunities in a 
family real estate business in her 
hometown of Fort Wayne, Ind.
In nine years of leading the 
women’s golf team. Stinson has 
twice been recognized as the National 
Golf Coaches Association Division 
II Coach of the Year, in addition to 
seven trips to the Division II NCAA 
National Championships, four 
GLIAC championships and four 
GLIAC Women’s Golf Coach of the 
Year distinctions. Selgo commended 
Stinson for her service and announced 
the search for her replacement.
Jeff Bauer to replace Paddock 
as assistant basketball coach
The search to find Ric Wesley’s 
new right hand man did not take long.
Wesley decided to hire from within 
and announced 
on June 19 Jeff 
Bauer would be 
promoted to be his 
top assistant for the 
men’s basketball 
program.
Bauer fills a 
hole that was left 
when Burt Paddock 
was named the 
head coach for 
the Davenport University men’s 
basketball program in May.
Bauer will be responsible for 
recruiting, running camps and 
scouting, in addition to on-court 
coaching.
Symmetry of success
Sisters Katherine, 
Stephanie McCarthy pose 
as double threat to range 
of GVSU athletics
By Kenneth Cotto
GVL Staff Writer
Katherine McCarthy and her twin sister 
Stephanie have excelled in sports for most of 
their lives, and the girls have the accolades and 
high school records to prove it.
These two Grand Valley State University 
juniors, bom just 10 minutes apart, have loved 
sports ever since they were little girls growing 
up in Marne, Mich.
That love for sports drove Katherine to help 
lead the GVSU women’s track and field team 
to an eighth place finish at the NCAA Division 
II Outdoor National Championships and earned 
Stephanie a spot on the volleyball team.
Volleyball and track, however, are not the 
only sports these girls have played.
From swimming lessons at the local YMCA 
to soccer, softball, basketball and even the high 
school band, extracurricular activities — and 
particularly athletics — have always been a 
significant part of their lives.
“I love competing and the team atmosphere,” 
Katherine said. “There is so much free time I 
wouldn’t know what to do with if I didn’t have 
sports.”
Stephanie agreed.
“It’s just an association I have,” Stephanie 
said. “I have my school work and my sports 
— 1 can't have one without the other."
Stephanie even joked she would love to play 
football, if there was a league for women.
“We weren’t allowed to play powder puff 
in high school because it was during basketball 
season,” she said. “That made me mad.”
Their fearless athleticism made them both 
high school standouts at Kenowa Hills, winning 
the Athlete of the Year awards as seniors, in 
addition to earning All-State honors.
"They didn’t shine when they first started,” 
said their mother, Tamara McCarthy.
She recalled when her daughters first tried 
out for the seventh grade basketball team and
GVl i Ml 1»bb*ff«
Sid? by side Twins Katherine (left) and Stephanie have competed all their kves
were cut from the A team and placed on the B 
team.
“I thought OK, that’s fine; if they’re not 
going to have the skills, they can try it out,” she 
said. “Actually it worked out OK, but it was 
kind of funny at first.”
Although they are identical twins, and can 
be difficult to recognize which is which, they do 
have unique personalities.
“I’m a little bit more laid back,” Stephanie 
said. “1 don’t talk as much. I’m the artsy one.”
Katherine admitted to being the opposite.
“People usually say that I’m more outgoing,” 
Katherine said. “I’m the shopper. We have 
different tastes in music too. I like a lot of punk 
rock. My sister likes country music — I hate 
country.”
With Stephanie’s love for drawing and 
comic books, it is not a surprise she decided to 
major in art, while Katherine is trying to find 
her way in marketing.
“I don't know what I’m going to do with it 
yet,” Katherine said.
Of course, these twins are not polar opposites. 
They share countless characteristics.
“We both have a good sense of humor,” 
Katherine said. “We like to have fun and try not 
to take things too seriously. We don’t make a 
big deal out of things.”
Although they are fun-loving people, they 
take their futures seriously and said they will 
continue to make sports a part of their lives, 
even after college.
“I’ll always run, bike and swim,” Stephanie 
said.
One thing is for sure, if both continue to put 
the amount of effort and dedication into life 
after college, they are both bound for success.
sports® lanthorn jcom
Soccer, goodwill take Demers to Belize
By Brian Beaupied
GVl. Sports Editor
As the assistant coach of the 
Grand Valley State University 
women’s soccer team. Erica 
Demers’ responsibilities include 
recruiting and helping to organize 
and run soccer camps.
Her duties do not consist of 
running camps in other countries, 
however.
But when Demers was 
approached by Peacework, an 
international volunteer program, 
to help mn a goodwill soccer camp
in Belize, it was an offer she could 
not refuse.
“It was a free trip to Belize to 
help people out,” Demers said ‘To 
have that kind of memory that you 
are never going to forget, I am not 
going to complain.”
Demers spent a week from June 
27 through July 4 helping to mn 
soccer clinics, paint classrooms 
and build libraries for four local 
elementary schools. She was one 
of four coaches to go on the trip.
“Erica offered prolific soccer 
and leadership skills,” said
See Demers, 21
Courtesy Photo / Erica Demers
Juggling the basics: Grand Valley State University's assistant soccer coach Erica 
Demers coaches local children in soccer fundamentals in Belize City this summer.
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continued from page 19
runners with one hand, and the U.S. could 
only take so many, but I guess making 
the team is pretty political.”
Comparing his times of 4:20.94 in 
the 1,500 and 16:26.21 in the 5,000 to 
previous paralympic qualifying times. 
Hammer thought he had a chance of 
being selected.
“I lost a lot of respect with how the 
meet was ran,” he said. “I didn’t really 
ever know what I had to do to qualify, 
nobody had an answer for me. I can say 
that I don’t have any desire to go through 
and compete again.”
Extreme heat could have played a 
role in there being so few competitors 
in the field. With temperatures soaring 
well above 100 degrees, it had Hammer 
questioning himself whether or not to 
compete.
“It’s kind of dumb to run long distance 
in that heat and risk killing myself,” he 
said.
Despite the heat Hammer competed 
and defeated a multiple-time champion 
in Abe Sauer in the 1,500 and came close 
to setting world records for both events 
he participated in.
“I think I finished like five seconds off 
in the 5,000 and two seconds off in the 
1,500,” he said.
Running uncontested does have its 
drawbacks. Hammer added. He said 
having others in the field helps motivate 
him to run faster.
GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes was 
excited about his athlete’s championships 
despite not being selected.
“Obviously we’re excited to have 
Chris representing GVSU,” Baltes said.
Demers
continued from page 20
Peacework Director Stephen Darr. “All our 
coaches were specifically recruited for a 
purpose.”
Matt Gwilliam, the goalkeeper coach 
from Virginia Technological University was 
instrumental in recruiting Demers. Both 
Gwilliam and Demers spent time together 
coaching at The Citadel in South Carolina.
Suzie Grech, the assistant coach at Western 
Michigan University, also attended the trip 
and frequently goes on recruiting trips with 
Demers.
Demers said all the coaches and workers 
with the organization received a warm welcome 
from the local community.
“The kids were very well mannered...and 
the teachers were overly enthusiastic that we 
were there,” she said. “It is a really pretty city 
and definitely has issues that they have but I just 
tried to keep an open mind and see what it was 
like when I got down there."
The initiative proved to be a rewarding 
experience for Demers and helped put life in 
the U.S. into perspective. And though the field
“We’re very proud of him winning two 
national championships.”
With the team selected for the coming 
academic year, Hammer can begin to 
focus on his senior season at GVSU, 
Baltes added.
“We look forward to him continuing 
his successes for us next year,” he said.
sports@lanthorn.com
Zemba falls short at 
Olympic qualifier
Former Grand Valley State 
University standout Mandi Zemba fell 
short of her goal 
to represent her 
country at the 2008 
Olympic Games in 
Beijing.
On June 30 
Zemba participated 
in the U.S. Olympic 
time trials in 
Eugene, Ore., trying 
to earn a spot on the U.S. track and 
field team.
The eight-time national champion 
and 13-time All-American as a 
member of the women's cross country 
and track and field teams finished 
10th in the first heat of preliminaries 
in the 5,000-meter run. Her time of 
16:15.72 gave Zemba an 18th place 
finish overall.
conditions were sloppy, she said it did not have 
any effect on the kids.
“These kids don’t have what we have,” 
Demers said. “It was an awesome experience 
in the sense of having an appreciation of what 
we have here. The kids eyes lit up when they 
saw the soccer balls, and every day they came 
out with smiles on their faces, and that’s how I 
measured whether it was a success or not, by if 
the kids are smiling and giggling and having a 
good time.”
It marked the first time Peacework 
incorporated athletics into a goodwill trip.
“Soccer offers one of those cross-cultural 
experiences and that’s why it was chosen as one 
of the sports," Darr said. “There is this certain 
friendship that comes from people just kicking 
around a ball.”
Though the close to 90 kids Demers helped 
instruct were between the ages of 6 and 12, it 
also provided an opportunity to possibly find 
some new recruits for GVSU.
“Well you never real ly pass up an opportun ity 
to recruit,” she laughed. “But the boys, though, 
were more skilled and more into it than the 
girls.”
sports@lanthom.com
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Hoopster: Callistus Eziukwu performs one of many dunks during GVSU's playoff victory 
against Saint Joseph last season Eziukwu is trying out with the NBA 76ers this summer
Finding his way in
Callistus Eziukwu 
hopes to sign with 
76ers after showing 
his stuff this summer
By Brian Beaupied
GVL Sports Editor
For four years of college 
basketball Callistus Eziukwu 
was always the big fish in the 
pond of Division II basketball 
players.
Now, as the former Laker 
attempts to become the first 
Grand Valley State University 
alumnus to make it in the NBA 
with the Philadelphia 76ers, he 
finds himself competing against 
bigger and stronger players 
for the attention of a league 
franchise.
Prior to the NBA Draft, 
Eziukwu worked out with three 
NBA teams, including the 
Detroit Pistons and the Portland 
Trailblazers in addition to the 
76ers.
Impressed by his combination 
of size, skill and potential, the 
76ers invited Eziukwu back for 
a second workout.
“I went up against some big, 
strong guys,” Eziukwu said. “I 
had to play really hard to make 
it even look good. But they told 
me I am an athletic kid and a
good shot blocker with a strong 
base.”
His name was not called 
during the draft, the 76crs chose 
to select the bigger University 
of Florida center, Marreese 
Speights, with the 16th overall 
pick.
Eziukwu said he never 
expected to be drafted, but 
anticipated interest as a free 
agent.
And on June 30 Eziukwu’s 
agent Andre Buck confirmed 
his client signed a free agent 
non-guaranteed deal with the 
Philadelphia 76ers that will have 
him participating in summer 
league basketball.
“It’s official,” Buck said. 
“Callistus will be playing 
summer league ball with 
Philadelphia.”
Buck said the team took liking 
to Eziukwu’s athleticism.
“(Philadelphia) liked what 
they saw,” Buck said. “They 
see him as someone who can 
potentially help their team down 
the road.”
Now Eziukwu will have to 
participate in a summer camp 
with other NBA hopefuls to 
see if he can land a spot on 
Philadelphia’s summer league 
team that plays in Las Vegas.
Hypothetically, if Eziukwu 
impresses coaches and scouts in 
Las Vegas he could land a spot
the NBA
on the 76ers roster and an NBA 
contract.
“That is the goal, hopefully,” 
he said. “I just want to go out 
and rebound and defend well 
and show this team what I can 
do.”
Eziukwu will focus on getting 
in shape for the camp, though 
the team sees potential in the 6- 
foot-10 center, it said he needs 
to improve his conditioning and 
the use of his left hand.
“1 have high body fat right 
now but I am trying to add 
muscle,” Eziukwu said. “I am 
working out every day, twice 
a day to get stronger. If I get 
stronger I actually have a shot to 
contribute. I have the skill and 
the talent, the things 1 need to 
improve on can be improved, but
I have to put that upon myself.”
If he cannot find a home with an 
NBA franchise, Eziukwu said he 
will pursue his career overseas.
In his senior year at GVSU, 
Eziukwu helped guide the Lakers 
to an undefeated regular season 
and a berth in the NCAA Division
II Elite Eight.
As a four-year starter, Eziukwu 
swatted away 329 shots, the third- 
most in Division II history. He 
also ranks fifth on the all-time list 
for points (1,682) and rebounds 
(918) at GVSU.
sports@lanthorn.com
Riding the Pine: Thanks for the memories Tiger Stadium
By Tom Ebenhoeh
GVL Sports Columnist
It was a long drive for any 6 year old to 
endure.
But I knew when my family reached its 
final destination, I was going to have a smile 
on my face for at least 
two weeks.
After what seemed 
like miles of boring farm 
land and endless highway,
I couldn’t help getting a 
little excited when I saw 
the city.
Once we turned off our 
exit and the rows of com 
became rows of buildings 
and houses. I was almost 
uncontrollable.
As we pulled into the parking lot my mom 
had to remind me to keep my seatbelt buckled 
until we were parked — I was ready to go.
My dad paid the park while I desperately 
pried at the door. My brother and I raced out 
of the car and came to a crashing halt when 
we saw her.
There she was — the most beautiful place 
my eyes had ever seen.
As soon as I started to look around I could 
feel the energy of my surroundings. Nothing 
had ever made me feel so excited and I could 
not wait to explore this new world. As we 
walked into the building, I looked up and 
in giant text saw those 12 letters I had been 
waiting to see. Tiger Stadium.
Looking back at my first trip to Tiger 
Stadium I can still feel the excitement I felt 
all those years ago. I remember the sights, the 
sounds and even the smell of the hot peanuts 
being sold outside the stadium. This was the 
place where some of my favorite childhood 
memories took place, and I enjoyed the long 
relationship I had with the building that stood 
on the comer of Michigan and Trumbull.
Though I had so many great days at Tiger
Stadium, I also remember a sadness that I remember trying to ignore all the bad
came as I grew older. qualities about the stadium, but I was only
She started showing her age. . _...6 6 See Riding, 23
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Thundering into the spotlight
GVSU alumnus Preston Garris continues football career in semi-pro league
Riding
continued from page 22
lying to myself. And although I gave a protest 
when the new stadium talk began, silently I 
knew her time had come and I would soon 
have to say goodbye.
With about a week left before the final 
game at Tiger Stadium my dad gave my 
brother and me the surprise of a lifetime. He 
bought tickets for my family to enjoy one 
more baseball game at the place where 10 
years prior I enjoyed my first.
It was sure to be a night I would never 
forget.
I don’t remember the outcome of the 
game but 1 do remember the people. People 
laughing and enjoying one last game along 
with people crying and saying goodbye to 
something that had been such a big part of
their lives.
Demolition began on Tiger Stadium June 
30 when a bulldozer punched a hole through 
the north wall. It feels like the city and all 
of the Tigers fans are losing a friend. The 
place where Detroit has played baseball 
for more than a hundred years will soon be 
completely gone. And though there is an 
emptiness I will always have when I drive 
past where the stadium used to be, I will 
never forget the amazing things I saw at 
Tiger Stadium.
So, as I say goodbye to the place where 
Lou Gehrig ended his iron man streak and 
Cecil Fielder hit all those exciting home 
runs I really have one thing left to say:
Tiger Stadium, if you’re out there listening 
somehow, thank you.
sporls@lanthorn.com
success in his own respective league.
The Muskegon native, who played 
high school football at Mona Shores, 
spent five seasons as a Laker and won 50 
games. Upon graduating in December he 
was given an opportunity to play for the 
semi-professional Muskegon Thunder of 
the Continental Indoor Football League, 
and his unique skill-set quickly took the 
league by storm.
“I’ve always been the little running 
back type that can catch the ball,” Garris 
said. “I try to make an impact, being the 
smallest player on the field.”
The impact was felt immediately.
Through his first five games the 
rookie dominated the league by scoring 
11 touchdowns, helping to lead his team 
to a 4-1 record.
Thunder Offensive Coordinator 
Brent White believes there is more to 
his star running back’s success than his 
athleticism.
“He’s a student of the game,” White 
said. “He bugs me all the time, trying to 
learn more.”
Garris came to GVSU in the fall of 
2003, but did not become a full-time 
starter until his red-shirt, senior season. 
His time as a back-up on the successful 
Laker team proved to be invaluable.
"The whole experience shaped who 
I am today,” Garris said. “I learned to 
pay attention to the little things that get 
overlooked.”
The little things he learned while 
playing football for GVSU prepared him 
to move on to a career after college. A 
stellar athlete, Garris was looking for an 
opportunity to prove himself when the
Thunder called and invited him to work 
out with the team.
Admittedly, Garris was not sure he 
was going to get that call.
“To be honest, I was 
ready to hang it up,”
Garris said.
After blowing away 
Thunder coaches in a 
February workout, Garris 
was convinced his post­
playing days could wait.
Garris quickly became 
the team’s go-to offensive 
threat.
“If we need a big play 
we go to Preston,” White 
said.
After the hot start, the 
team began to cool off, 
finishing 5-7, although 
they managed to sneak 
into the playoffs.
Garris finished the regular season 
with 20 total touchdowns (4 rushing, 
14 receiving, 2 return) and helped hand 
eventual league champion Kalamazoo
Xplosion its only loss of the season.
But the Xplosion avenged its only loss 
and ended Garris’ rookie campaign in the 
first round of the CIFL playoffs.
But in the Thunder’s 
first round exit, 
Garris had two more 
touchdowns.
Garris credits GVSU 
head coach Chuck Martin 
for turning him into the 
player and person he is 
today. He has become 
so well-respected on the 
team and as an individual 
that White calls him “the 
type of guy I would let 
take my girlfriend to a 
movie.”
“Coach Martin helped 
me gain confidence in 
myself,” Garris said. 
“I’m the person I want to be today. When 
I first went to GVSU I wasn’t.”
sports @ lanthorn .com
“He's a student of the 
game...He bugs me 
all the time, trying 
to learn more...If we 
need a big play we go 
to Preston.”
BRENT WHITE
MUSKEGON THUNDER 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR
V/S.1
IS* J
*1 Off Domestic Bottles 
*5 Burritos
*2 Bell's & New Holland Bottles 
$5 12" Pizza (with 1 item)
$0.50 Chicken Wings (HotorBBQ) 
*2.25 Coor's Light Bottles
By Grant Wieman
GVL Staff Writer
When the 2008 NFL Draft ended on 
April 27, 255 players heard their name 
called — none of which were that of 
former Grand Valley State University 
running back Preston Garris.
But Garris, 22, has already become a
GVL Archive / Nicole Bernier
Quick feet: Runmngback Preston Garris carries the 
ball in a game against St Joseph during his GV career
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Art and Design welcomes 
new department chair
Michigan-born Virginia 
Jenkins brings expertise, 
student-oriented success 
as a ‘wow hire’
By Jenny Whalen
GV7. Laker Life Editor
Following a two-year search, a new 
chair for the Grand Valley State University 
Department of Art and Design has at last 
been selected.
A native of Bay City, Mich., Virginia 
Jenkins has taught and professionally 
worked in the field of 
art and design for more 
than 30 years.
“My interest in art 
goes back to childhood 
and the delight and 
enjoyment I found in 
making things and 
working with my 
hands,” Jenkins said.
“Drawing is something 
1 have always done.
Faulting became a passion and a lifelong 
challenge when I took my first painting 
class at MSU”
Receiving her bachelor’s degree in 
painting and drawing from Michigan 
State University, Jenkins continued her 
artistic education at 
the University of Utah, 
where she earned her 
master’s degree.
Living out West for 
much of her teaching 
career, Jenkins will 
return to Michigan and 
officially assume her 
duties as department 
chair Aug. 11.
“Professor Jenkins 
is a ‘wow’ hire,” said 
Frederick Antczak, dean 
of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. “She 
brings years of administrative experience 
in similar institutions and a record of 
wonderful, student-oriented success.”
For six years Jenkins served as the 
department chair for the University of 
Northern Colorado’s School of Art and 
Design and for three years as the head of art 
and design at the University of Minnesota 
Duluth.
“We are a fairly laige department and txir 
operations are complex,” said Jill Eggers,
"(Jenkins) is innovative 
...We expect her to 
bring an increased 
national spotlight to 
the creative excellence 
of our faculty, artists 
and scholars"
FREDERICK ANTCZAK
CLAS DEAN
head of the Chair Search Committee and 
associate professor in the Art and Design 
Department. “We wanted someone who 
had experience with heading a program 
of this scale and complexity, and Virginia 
Jenkins does.”
In her new capacity as department chair, 
Jenkins hopes to continue the excellence 
of the art and design program at GVSU, 
encourage greater recognition in the larger 
community of what the department has to 
offer and achieve greater diversity of the 
student population.
“She is innovative,” Antczak said. “We 
expect her to bring an increased national 
spotlight to the creative excellence of our 
faculty, artists and scholars.”
A large-scale landscape artist for 
more than 20 years, Jenkins’ work is a 
combination of various artistic styles 
including Surrealism, Abstraction and 
Representational ism.
“Land areas that attract me are those 
that speak eloquently about uniqueness, 
variety and permanence,” Jenkins said. 
“The images are meant to serve as a catalyst 
which will allow the viewer to use them as 
a departure point for travel in their mind and 
imagination while viewing the work.”
Just as her art emerges from her love of 
nature, Jenkins’ hobbies reflect this love. 
In her spare time, Jenkins enjoys running, 
walking, hiking and gardening.
“The landscape in the Grand Rapids 
area is beautiful, and 
exploring it and the 
western shore of Lake 
Michigan will be an 
adventure of discovery 
to plan for and enjoy,” 
Jenkins said.
In addition to the 
beauty of GVSU’s 
campus and surrounding 
area, Jenkins said her 
decision to come to 
GVSU was greatly 
influenced by her 
conversations with 
GVSU faculty and 
students, the wonderful art and design 
facility and the potential future opportunities 
for GVSU.
“Overall, my impressions of GVSU 
and the area were of a place looking and 
working optimistically toward an even 
brighter future,” Jenkins said. “I look 
forward to sharing in and contributing to 
that commitment."
laker life ® lanthom.com
^ See more: Visit www.lanthorn.com for Notes from Abroad, by Jenny Whalen,
from her visit to Austria.
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New sorority 
for fall 2008
By Susie Skowronek
CVL Staff Writer
For the fall of 2008, the Greek community 
of Grand Valley State University will welcome 
the second oldest sorority in the U.S., Phi Mu, 
as its newest member.
Phi Mu currently has 170,000 initiated 
members in 121 active collegiate chapters 
nationally and is still growing, said Christy 
Todd, Phi Mu extension coordinator.
With a rich tradition and history. Phi Mu 
originated at Wesleyan Female College in 
Macon, Ga. and has Michigan chapters at the 
University of Michigan-Dearbom, Central 
Michigan University and Albion College.
Recruitment at GVSU begins in the fall for 
current on-campus sororities and, beginning 
Oct. 1, Phi Mu will host its own week of 
recruitment and public relation events.
The organization invites female 
undergraduate students with high standards 
into the sorority as it provides opportunities 
for academic development, personal growth, 
community service and lifelong networking, 
Todd said.
“Phi Mu encourages its members to imagine, 
believe and achieve their aspirations through 
the three ideals of love, honor and truth," she 
said.
These ideals are carried out through social 
events, sisterhood activities, educational 
seminars and leadership conferences, Todd 
added.
Additionally, the Phi Mu Foundation donates 
more than $100,000 each year in scholarships 
to its sisters.
Participating in the community. Phi Mu raises 
money for the Children’s Miracle Network at 
the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital in Grand 
Rapids through various philanthropic projects.
Todd said.
Additionally, Phi Mu plans to engage in 
events with other sororities on campus to 
benefit GVSU.
Currently, GVSU has six Panhellenic 
sororities and with 60 to 65 members in each 
organization, these communities massively 
influence campus life, even more so with the 
addition of Phi Mu, said Tom Coy, assistant 
director of the GVSU Office of Student Life.
To support the budding sorority. Phi Mu 
alumni living in the Grand Rapids area are 
ready to lend a hand. Coy said. Two national 
officers and even the national president have 
local addresses and can help the new chapter 
grow, he added.
While sororities and Greek life overall 
have not always been portrayed favorably by 
the media and other sources, the Panhellenic 
community of GVSU encourages students to 
look beyond the stereotypies.
“Some stereotypies exist in regards to 
sororities in terms of buying friends, being 
elitist and being judged prior to being given a 
chance," Coy said.
In 2006, two sororities presented to join the 
Panhellenic community at GVSU, Phi Sigma 
Sigma, which joiner! the campus community 
that year, and Phi Mu, said Kelsey LeToumeau, 
Panhellenic vice president of administration.
7"hough Phi Mu tried to expand to GVSU 
previously, three times in the piast 20 years, 
GVSU did not offer it a place on campxis prior 
to this year.
“Phi Mu shares similar ideals with the rest 
of the Panhellenic community,” LeToumeau 
said. “We wanted to make sure that any sorority 
that joined our campus held similar ideals.”
With suppiort from GVSU students, 
representatives of Phi Mu hopie the sorority will 
live up to its history, its hypie and its stake on 
campxis.
“Women will have a once-in-a-lifetime 
oppxirtunity to become a founding member of 
Phi Mu and make sorority life exactly what 
they want it to be at GVSU,” Todd said.
For more information on Phi Mu, e-mail 
Todd at gvsu@phimu.org.
sskowronek@lanthom.com
Courtesy Photo / Christy Todd
Sister act: A group of Phi Mu women show their sister spirit Phi Mu will be joining the GV Greeks come fall
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dated pictures of the construc­
tion process 48west info Cali 
616 8962400 for Information on 
leasing for Fan 2006
Need a roommate? We stlH 
have a few bedrooms left! 
Check out our website for up­
dated pictures of the construc­
tion process 4&wsst info Call 
616 896 2400 for information on 
teasing for Fall 2006
Services
Accents Gallery & Supplies 
Your local provider for photo 
and art supines Other services 
include enlargements, mount­
ing, laser engraving, photo re­
touching. targe prints. Sony Pic­
ture Maker and much more. 
10% discount for students. Lo­
cated on 1064 W Fulton Grand 
Rapids 616 233.8320_________
Won't Boot? Broken LCD 
3creen? We fix any and all Is­
sues Imperial Computer Solu- 
tons Free diagnosis and 20% 
off for GvSU students, parents. 
& faculty 611 WUson Ave. Suite 
C Walker. Ml 616.736.0010
Experienced Attorneys just 3 
Miles awat from Campus. For 
more information visit exu weo- 
s i t e at
www oavidknoesterpic com or 
call us at 616 806.7300
Come check out our summer 
3pec*alsl Come to Mancino's in 
AJienoaie for Pizza. Beer. Grind 
ers. Nachos. Pasta, and Gartc 
Cheese Bread. Call us at 
616 895 4343 or visit our loca­
tion on Lake Michigan Dr. (next 
to Speedway)
Pregnancy Fte source Center 
Provtong ratable and confiden­
tial information on abortion and 
alternatives, emergency contra­
ception, sexually transmitted In­
fections and after abortion 
questions FFtEE pregnancy test 
and ultrasound.
www.prcgr.com. 24 hour 
616-466-6873 or toll free 
1-077-MY-PCR-GR 
(1-677-697-7247).____________
Legal help is here Tone A. 
Walsh PLC. MlPs. drunk driv­
ing. criminal, civil matters, di­
vorce. custody. Fighting for 
your rights. Free initial consulta­
tion. Call toll free: 
866-726-1400
Housing
Check out our great savingsi 
Hlllcrest and Country Place 
Apartments. Located on 48th 
Ave Leasing for 08/091 
616-896-6060 for more informs 
Don
Highland Place Apartments. 
One Bedroom apartments m the 
heart of downtown. Call us to 
find out about our many ameni­
ties at 616.234.0100 or See us 
on the web at www hlghland- 
ptaceapartments.com_________
Ottawa Creek Apartments. 
Monthly rent as low as 
$l80i/person DQL and cattfe In- 
ckidedf Specious 1 and 2 bed­
room apts , central air. coln-op 
laundry, walkout balcony, dish­
washer, large closet space, and 
basketball court. Just minutes 
from GVSUI Call today 
616-463-9190 www ottawa- 
creek.com
DEPTS/
COMMERCIAL NONPROFIT
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45</word 40</word
Cottonwood Forest Condomin­
ium for sale or lease Limited 
number of units available) Con­
tact the Association Office to­
day! Starting as low as $290/mo 
or own for less than rent stari­
ng at $64,900 Utilities Included 
(except electric), 2 bedroom 1 
bath, nature traits for Grand 
River. 16 minutes to both cam­
puses. FFIEE Fitness 19 mem­
bership. 616-467-3714. Open 
Monday-Friday. 12-6 p.m.
Boitwooo Apartments Large 
two bedroom units next to cam­
pus. Rent starting at $200 No 
application fee and a FREE 60' 
TV to use during your lease with 
us if sifpi todayl (616) 896-5875.
Stai looking for a place to live 
this fal? Campus View Apart­
ments and Townhomes offers 
you the closest off-campus 
housing for a great price. Stop 
by the leasing office or call 
616-896-6678
244 John Ball Park Dr. Sw. 
Grand Ftaptds. Ml. Nice 3-bed­
room. 2-bath home near GvSU 
downtown campus Hardwood 
floors, laundry. 2-stafl garage 
Front porch overlooks John Baa 
Park. No smoking/no pets 
$90Q/montn including garbage 
pickup and water. 616.662.9733
1,2,3 and 4 bedroom town- 
homes with many amenities 
available at Copper Beech Now 
leasing for 08-09 Act now be­
fore they are gone) 
616-896-2900_______________
Looking for the best in rental 
housing? Look no morel Ameri­
can Realty Specializing m col­
lege housing Over 60 houses m 
the Grand Rapids area Totally 
remodeled homes that fit to­
day's student. Go visit our 
homes online and sign up to­
dayl www american-realty.net. 
616-913-9004
Downtown Living 0 Affordable 
Pricing! Cable ready, central 
ar/heat included, newer appli­
ances. 24-hr. emergency, main 
elevator. Intercoms, and morel 
26 Sheldon Blvd. SE GR 
616-234-0100 Ask about our 
open houses!
<f>ranb Itollrp lanttiorn
0051 KIRKH0F
Allendale Campus
331-2460
Gils taken Mondiy-Fflday, 9-5
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
MO00 per week up to 25 words, 
Each additional word 25C.
West Side near GvSU. 6 BO 2 
BA house Pets? 454-9666
Standale 3-BD 1 6 BA on golf 
course Pets? $1 l0(Vmonth +. 
464-0666___________________
University Apartments. 
Off-campus student housing for 
$240 per person, per month! 
Free Wireless Internet! Qet 
more for less) Located 1 mile 
from Allendale Campus. 
616-837-8277.
Miscellaneous
Fusion Ha* Design, Waft-ins al­
ways welcome) Womens Cuts, 
Mens Cuts. Color. HMignts. 
Waxing Where Style is Created! 
Call us at 616.896.1442. Next to 
Forever Sun 4963 Lake Mfchi- 
gar, Allendale
Employment
Bartenders wanted Up to 
$260/Day No Experience nec­
essary Training provided Age 
18+ Okay. Call 1 -800-966-6620. 
ext 226
Opportunities
Brian s Books. Saving you cahs 
on your textbooks and whole lot 
morel There is a difference, just 
ask upperclassman. Why not 
give us a try this semester? 
Next to the watertower. 4282 
Pierce Street. Allendale 
616 892 4170
Army ROTC Start Strong Wel­
coming incoming freshman and 
all GvSU studentsl Earn a 
scholarship Get Paid Become 
an Army Offlcerl Full Tuition 
Scholarships. Monthly Stipend. 
Book and Supply Expenses! 
Visit us on the web at 
www.wmlcn edu/rotc
Gets the adrenaline going 
Yoi*s and whoever reads about 
it on your resume. Learn. Lead. 
Succeed Become an Army of­
ficer. Contact Captain Aaron 
Combs at 616-771-9496 or 
aaron a combsOwmich.edu. 
Classes are now available to 
ALL GvSU students and schol­
arships are available NOW for 
all qualified students!
Catholic Campus Ministry
St Luke University Parish
Your Catholic Connection 
at Grand Valley 
State University
Parish Office:
6261 Lk. Michigan Dr., #A 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
(616)895-2247
Sunday Mass
... celebrating every Sunday at 10:30 AM in the Allendale 
Christian School (on 64th Ave, one block south of Lake Michigan 
Drive, behind the Family Fare)
We have new Masses 
beginning in the Fall: 8:30 AM 
in Allendale, and 5:30 PM on 
Campus.
Join us for Mass on at 9 AM 
on July 4,h on our property 
at 6Qh Ave.
and Lake Michigan Drive!
www. C VSUCatholic.org
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